
HOUSEBLEND / RESEARCH & PRACTICAL GUIDANCE

NetSuite GL Audit Numbering: Permanent vs
Repeatable

Make NetSuite work better for your finance and operations teams with Houseblend. We help design,
implement, integrate and improve ERP systems, with practical support for the people who use them every day.

Published by Houseblend · 2026-09-23 · netsuite gl audit numbering · permanent gl audit numbering · repeatable gl audit numbering ·
netsuite period close · gapless numbering · netsuite oneworld · multi-book accounting · audit controls

Original article: https://www.houseblend.io/articles/netsuite-gl-audit-numbering-permanent-vs-repeatable

Houseblend

NetSuite consulting · ERP integration · Finance & operations Page 1 of 14

https://www.houseblend.io/articles/netsuite-gl-audit-numbering-permanent-vs-repeatable


In this article
1. Executive Summary

2. Introduction and Background

3. Permanent GL Audit Numbering

4. Repeatable GL Audit Numbering

5. Feature Comparison

6. Performance and Benchmarks

7. Period-End Preflight and Exception Control

8. Data Analysis and Evidence

9. Implications and Future Directions

10. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

11. Conclusion

Executive Summary
NetSuite GL audit numbering has two sequence types, permanent and repeatable. The choice should be
approved before the first production run. A permanent run fixes the audit number assigned to a posting
transaction, even if that transaction is later deleted. A repeatable run can be executed again to address gaps,
but a rerun renumbers transactions and can change numbers already cited in a close package. These are
documented system behaviors, not judgments about which type satisfies a jurisdiction's rules. (www.zoho.com)
(learn.microsoft.com) (docs.oracle.com) (docs.oracle.com)

The first question is whether a law, statutory filing, auditor instruction, or adopted internal policy calls for
sequential numbers on general ledger posting transactions. An invoice-number requirement is a different
question. European Commission guidance describes a unique sequential invoice number and also points to
national invoicing rules; the UK's VAT guide likewise addresses a number identifying the invoice document.
Neither statement, by itself, establishes that a NetSuite GL audit sequence is required for a particular entity.
Qualified local advisers should determine the obligation and the required scope. (learn.microsoft.com)
(taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu) (www.gov.uk) NetSuite's GL audit numbers are independent of ordinary auto-
generated transaction numbering.

The configuration decision has several axes. NetSuite offers base accounting period, quarter, or year
timing, and in OneWorld and Multi-Book Accounting a sequence can be scoped by subsidiary and book. A
permanent sequence excludes future-dated transactions at its run date, while a repeatable rerun includes
future-dated transactions in its sequence. Approval is another boundary: transactions subject to an approval
process do not receive GL audit numbers until approved or reviewed. The preflight therefore has to compare
the intended population with the Review page, approval queue, period and book, not merely check whether a
run button is available. (internalauditor.theiia.org) (learn.microsoft.com) (docs.oracle.com)

The practical control is a documented decision and an evidence-bearing run. Record the requirement,
sequence type, period, subsidiary, accounting book, ordering, eligible population, unapproved items, run
operator, validation result, reviewer, and treatment of any exception. The GL Audit Numbering report and run
status provide the system-side evidence; a separate sign-off record preserves the business decision.
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https://www.zoho.com/books/help/accountant/gl-audit-numbering.html#:~:text=The%20sequence%20can%20either%20be%20Permanent%20%28fixed%20and%20cannot%20be%20regenerated%29%20or%20Repeatable
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/dynamics365/finance/general-ledger/posting-performance#:~:text=in%20many%20jurisdictions%2C%20continuous%20voucher%20numbers%20aren%27t%20a%20regulatory%20requirement.
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_4805169254.html#:~:text=can%27t%20be%20changed%2C%20even%20if%20transactions%20are%20deleted
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_4805209975.html#:~:text=renumbers%20transactions%20and%20may%20assign%20a%20number%20different
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-gb/dynamics365/business-central/ui-create-number-series#:~:text=consult%20with%20your%20auditor%20or%20accounting%20manager%20to%20ensure
https://taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu/taxation/vat/vat-businesses/invoicing_en#:~:text=Unique%20sequential%20number%20identifying%20the%20invoice
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vat-guide-notice-700#:~:text=a%20sequential%20number%20based%20on%20one%20or%20more%20series%20which%20uniquely%20identifies%20the%20document
https://internalauditor.theiia.org/en/voices/2021/on-the-frontlines-the-importance-of-audit-testing/#:~:text=whether%20the%20test%20data%20includes%20all%20relevant%20data
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/dynamics365/fin-ops-core/fin-ops/organization-administration/number-sequence-overview#:~:text=You%20can%20combine%20Legal%20entity%20and%20Company%20scopes%20with%20Fiscal%20calendar%20period
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_4805169254.html#:~:text=All%20transactions%20%28including%20future-dated%20transactions%29%20in%20the%20sequence


(pcaobus.org) (www.coso.org) Audit guidance on completeness testing and identifying review dates supports
this design as a control principle, without turning vendor behavior into legal advice. (internalauditor.theiia.org)
(pcaobus.org)

Introduction and Background
General ledger (GL) audit numbering is NetSuite's mechanism for applying gapless sequences to GL posting
transactions. It is a period-close control when the feature is enabled, and the task appears in the final month of
the configured period. Administrators can also set up and run sequences on demand. The important decision
is not the screen navigation. It is whether an organization needs fixed identifiers after issue, or a sequence that
can be regenerated after adjustments, and whether the chosen unit of account matches the requirement.
(docs.oracle.com) (docs.oracle.com)

Transaction numbers, document numbers, and GL audit numbers serve different purposes. NetSuite's
auto-generated internal transaction numbers are assigned when records are saved; document numbers can
be external references such as vendor bill numbers. GL audit numbering is independent of those numbering
schemes and targets transactions that post to the ledger. A sales order can have a document or transaction
number without being a numbered GL posting transaction. The UK invoice rule is a useful illustration of why a
document sequence must not be confused with a ledger sequence. (www.gov.uk)

The decision is especially consequential for a company with multiple subsidiaries, accounting books, approval
workflows, or late adjustments. The finance team should obtain a written statement of the required numbering
population and whether changes to an assigned number are permissible. Local statutory and tax treatment
depends on the jurisdiction and facts; this report describes the NetSuite mechanics and an implementation
control, not a universal compliance determination. (taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu) The European
Commission notes that national rules supplement its invoicing framework, while Microsoft advises consulting
an auditor or accounting manager before allowing gaps in a number series. Those sources concern different
products and obligations, but they reinforce the need to resolve the policy first. (taxation-
customs.ec.europa.eu) (learn.microsoft.com)

Houseblend offers NetSuite implementation work spanning process design, roles, permissions, workflow
setup, testing, and launch support. That makes a written sequence specification and a sandbox test natural
implementation deliverables; (www.houseblend.io) the choice of sequence type remains an accounting and
local-adviser decision. (www.houseblend.io)

Permanent GL Audit Numbering

Capabilities

Permanent numbering assigns a GL audit number that cannot be changed after the run. Oracle explicitly
states that this remains true even if the underlying transaction is deleted. The transaction's details can still be
modified, so a fixed audit number is not the same thing as a locked GL impact. If the separate GL Impact
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https://pcaobus.org/oversight/standards/auditing-standards/details/AS1215#:~:text=and%20the%20date%20of%20such%20review
https://www.coso.org/_files/ugd/3059fc_63914f3727a442d4956b537f627840ba.pdf#:~:text=generates%20and%20uses%20relevant%20and%20quality%20information
https://internalauditor.theiia.org/en/voices/2021/on-the-frontlines-the-importance-of-audit-testing/#:~:text=whether%20the%20test%20data%20includes%20all%20relevant%20data
https://pcaobus.org/oversight/standards/auditing-standards/details/AS1215#:~:text=the%20person%20or%20persons%20who%20reviewed%20the%20work
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_3735573963.html#:~:text=applies%20gapless%20numbering%20sequences%20to%20all%20general%20ledger%20posting%20transactions
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_3735573963.html#:~:text=when%20you%20close%20the%20last%20month%20in%20an%20accounting%20period
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vat-guide-notice-700#:~:text=a%20sequential%20number%20based%20on%20one%20or%20more%20series%20which%20uniquely%20identifies%20the%20document
https://taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu/taxation/vat/vat-businesses/invoicing_en#:~:text=national%20rules%20set%20by%20the%20individual%20Member%20State
https://taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu/taxation/vat/vat-businesses/invoicing_en#:~:text=national%20rules%20set%20by%20the%20individual%20Member%20State
https://taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu/taxation/vat/vat-businesses/invoicing_en#:~:text=national%20rules%20set%20by%20the%20individual%20Member%20State
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-gb/dynamics365/business-central/ui-create-number-series#:~:text=consult%20with%20your%20auditor%20or%20accounting%20manager%20to%20ensure
https://www.houseblend.io/services/netsuite-implementation#:~:text=We%20help%20teams%20plan%2C%20configure%2C%20migrate%2C%20test%2C%20and%20launch%20NetSuite
https://www.houseblend.io/services/netsuite-implementation#:~:text=That%20usually%20includes%20discovery%20and%20process%20mapping%2C%20solution%20design%2C%20account%20configuration%2C%20roles%20and%20permissions


Locking feature is enabled, changes to relevant fields on a numbered transaction generate copy and reversal
transactions. The numbering sequence must have run before that edit for the adjustment behavior to apply.
(docs.oracle.com) (docs.oracle.com)

A permanent run numbers transactions through the run date and does not number future-dated transactions at
that point. The team must decide how later eligible postings will be brought into the numbered population,
including whether a recurring permanent sequence is suitable. The configured ordering also matters: NetSuite
offers transaction date or transaction entry date. A policy that promises chronology by one date cannot silently
run by the other. (learn.microsoft.com) (docs.oracle.com)

Adoption and fit

Permanent is the defensible candidate when the approved requirement calls for a fixed reference to a posted
transaction. This is a decision rule, not a claim about the prevalence of permanent sequences or a guarantee
of legal compliance. The fit also depends on whether deletion is allowed, whether GL Impact Locking is
configured, how the entity handles reversals, and how unresolved exceptions are documented. Zoho Books
documents an analogous permanent option that cannot be regenerated, while Odoo describes secured posted
entries that can no longer be edited. These comparisons show distinct control designs, not equivalent legal
outcomes. (www.odoo.com) (www.zoho.com) (www.odoo.com)

For NetSuite OneWorld, specify the subsidiary in the decision record. Oracle allows a subsidiary in only one
GL audit sequence for a given period; it also documents book-specific sequences under Multi-Book
Accounting. An intercompany journal can receive a different GL audit number for each subsidiary represented.
This makes a single group-wide count an inadequate substitute for a subsidiary and book reconciliation.
(learn.microsoft.com) (docs.oracle.com)

Strengths and limitations

The main strength is identifier stability: a reviewer can refer to the assigned GL number without planning for
a repeatable rerun to move it. The limitation is equally concrete: deletion or a later change in the population
may leave an apparent gap that cannot be repaired by changing the permanent numbers. A reviewer should
explain such a gap through the applicable audit trail and sequence history; no generic number of acceptable
unexplained gaps exists. Infor's separate journal-numbering documentation illustrates why an allocated
number and a successfully posted journal need different evidence, since an invalid journal can retain its
assigned number. This is a control analogy, not NetSuite behavior. (docs.infor.com) (docs.infor.com)

Before selection: document why a fixed number is required and which transactions count.
Before first run: resolve approvals, date boundaries, exclusions, subsidiary and book scope.
After run: preserve validation, the numbered report, operator and reviewer sign-off.
After adjustment: trace the original, reversal, copy, or new posting according to the actual
configuration. (help-sage50.na.sage.com)
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https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_4805169254.html#:~:text=can%27t%20be%20changed%2C%20even%20if%20transactions%20are%20deleted
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_4725785967.html#:~:text=automatically%20generates%20copy%20and%20reversal%20transactions
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/dynamics365/fin-ops-core/fin-ops/organization-administration/number-sequence-overview#:~:text=You%20can%20combine%20Legal%20entity%20and%20Company%20scopes%20with%20Fiscal%20calendar%20period
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_4805169254.html#:~:text=Future-dated%20transactions%20are%20not%20numbered
https://www.odoo.com/documentation/18.0/applications/finance/accounting/reporting/data_inalterability.html#:~:text=After%20securing%20the%20entries%2C%20you%20can%20no%20longer%20edit%20them.
https://www.zoho.com/books/help/accountant/gl-audit-numbering.html#:~:text=The%20sequence%20can%20either%20be%20Permanent%20%28fixed%20and%20cannot%20be%20regenerated%29%20or%20Repeatable
https://www.odoo.com/documentation/18.0/applications/finance/accounting/reporting/data_inalterability.html#:~:text=After%20securing%20the%20entries%2C%20you%20can%20no%20longer%20edit%20them.
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/dynamics365/fin-ops-core/fin-ops/organization-administration/number-sequence-overview#:~:text=You%20can%20combine%20Legal%20entity%20and%20Company%20scopes%20with%20Fiscal%20calendar%20period
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_4805169254.html#:~:text=A%20subsidiary%20can%20be%20assigned%20to%20only%20one%20GL%20audit%20numbering%20sequence
https://docs.infor.com/sunsystems/6.4.x/en-us/ssolh/ssfiaolh/lsm1457708246011.html#:~:text=lists%20the%20journal%20numbers%20assigned%20regardless%20of%20whether%20or%20not%20the%20journal%20was%20successfully%20posted.
https://docs.infor.com/sunsystems/6.4.x/en-us/ssolh/ssfiaolh/lsm1457708246011.html#:~:text=the%20number%20remains%20allocated%20to%20the%20invalid%20journal
https://help-sage50.na.sage.com/en-us/2026/Content/Reports_Forms/What_Audit_Trail_Tracks.htm#:~:text=The%20Sage%2050%20audit%20trail%20feature%20records%20the%20following%20items


Repeatable GL Audit Numbering

Capabilities

Repeatable numbering permits rerunning a sequence after ledger adjustments. Oracle says a rerun
renumbers included transactions and may give a transaction a number different from its prior number. This is
useful when the desired final output is a gapless current sequence, but it changes the audit reference between
runs. A report exported before the rerun therefore needs a run timestamp and version context to remain
interpretable. Oracle's run page shows the previous last number, run date, operator, and status, which can
anchor that context. (help-sage50.na.sage.com) (docs.oracle.com)

Repeatable reruns include future-dated transactions in the sequence. (docs.oracle.com) They can also be
affected by changes to the GL Audit Numbering Method; Oracle warns that numbers assigned through
repeatable sequences may be renumbered when that method changes. A team should test both a late posting
and a method change in a sandbox before relying on a production export as a stable reference. Zoho's
separate implementation of repeatable audit numbering similarly replaces existing numbers on regeneration,
an external reminder that rerun semantics deserve explicit approval. (learn.microsoft.com) (docs.oracle.com)
(www.zoho.com)

Adoption and fit

Repeatable fits an approved policy that values a regenerated final numbering set and permits the references to
move. It is a poor fit for a requirement to preserve an originally assigned number permanently. This
assessment follows directly from Oracle's documented rerun behavior; it does not infer any particular country's
rule. Microsoft Dynamics 365 Finance likewise distinguishes continuous and noncontinuous sequence designs
and notes that a continuous ledger-voucher requirement varies by jurisdiction. A requirement statement needs
to name the ledger, document, or voucher population before a system design is selected. (taxation-
customs.ec.europa.eu) (learn.microsoft.com)

There are no public, comparable adoption or run-time benchmarks in the sources reviewed for the two
NetSuite types. The useful comparison is functional. A controller can ask which outcome is required after a
deletion, a late journal, or a corrected posting: maintain every originally issued identifier, or regenerate an
internally complete current set. The answer governs both the sequence type and the evidence-retention
procedure. Tvarana's practitioner guide describes using the status page to reach a completed run report; that
report should be retained for each material repeatable run. (pcaobus.org) (www.tvarana.com)

Strengths and limitations

The strength is the ability to rerun after GL changes; the limitation is reference instability. If invoices,
workpapers, or statutory exports quote a GL audit number, a repeatable rerun may require reconciliation from
the old run to the new one. The team should keep both versions and an explanation of what changed, instead
of overwriting the earlier extract. Sage's audit trail documentation shows the general value of retaining action,
user, time, and transaction reference; the exact NetSuite evidence should still come from NetSuite's run history
and report. (www.tvarana.com) (help-sage50.na.sage.com)

Approve a rerun trigger: define which adjustments require another run.
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https://help-sage50.na.sage.com/en-us/2026/Content/Reports_Forms/What_Audit_Trail_Tracks.htm#:~:text=The%20Sage%2050%20audit%20trail%20feature%20records%20the%20following%20items
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_4805209975.html#:~:text=renumbers%20transactions%20and%20may%20assign%20a%20number%20different
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_4805169254.html#:~:text=All%20transactions%20%28including%20future-dated%20transactions%29%20in%20the%20sequence
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-gb/dynamics365/business-central/ui-create-number-series#:~:text=consult%20with%20your%20auditor%20or%20accounting%20manager%20to%20ensure
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_4805169812.html#:~:text=existing%20numbers%20assigned%20through%20a%20repeatable%20GL%20audit%20numbering%20sequence%20may%20be%20renumbered
https://www.zoho.com/books/help/accountant/gl-audit-numbering.html#:~:text=the%20existing%20audit%20numbers%20will%20be%20deleted%2C%20and%20new%20audit%20numbers%20will%20be%20generated
https://taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu/taxation/vat/vat-businesses/invoicing_en#:~:text=national%20rules%20set%20by%20the%20individual%20Member%20State
https://taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu/taxation/vat/vat-businesses/invoicing_en#:~:text=national%20rules%20set%20by%20the%20individual%20Member%20State
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/dynamics365/finance/general-ledger/posting-performance#:~:text=in%20many%20jurisdictions%2C%20continuous%20voucher%20numbers%20aren%27t%20a%20regulatory%20requirement.
https://pcaobus.org/oversight/standards/auditing-standards/details/AS1215#:~:text=the%20person%20or%20persons%20who%20reviewed%20the%20work
https://www.tvarana.com/blog/how-to-use-gl-audit-numbering-efficiently-in-netsuite#:~:text=This%20will%20take%20you%20to%20the%20GL%20Audit%20Numbering%20report%20page.
https://www.tvarana.com/blog/how-to-use-gl-audit-numbering-efficiently-in-netsuite#:~:text=the%20original%20document%20numbers%2C%20the%20new%20GL%20numbers%2C%20and%20the%20accounting%20period
https://help-sage50.na.sage.com/en-us/2026/Content/Reports_Forms/What_Audit_Trail_Tracks.htm#:~:text=posting%20and%20unposting%20journals%20%28Batch%20mode%20only%29


Freeze each extract: label every report with scope, run time, and operator.
Reconcile references: retain a crosswalk when numbers changed.
Sign off again: validate the new run and document what happened to open exceptions.
(internalauditor.theiia.org)

Feature Comparison
Table 1 compares the two NetSuite sequence types and the implementation service relevant to putting either
into production. The service row is explicitly a delivery option, not a third GL audit sequence type.
(www.zoho.com)

Choice or service Number
after
assignme
nt

Response to later GL change Best decision test Evidence to retain

Permanent
NetSuite sequence

Fixed,
including
after
deletion.

Later entries may need their own
numbers; GL Impact Locking can
generate copy and reversal
transactions.

Does the approved
requirement forbid
changing an issued GL
audit number?

Review population, run
status, validation, report,
exception decision.

Repeatable
NetSuite sequence

May
change on
rerun.

Rerun can renumber the included
population, including future-dated
transactions.

Does the approved
requirement permit a
regenerated final
sequence?

Every material report
version, rerun reason and
number crosswalk.
(www.tvarana.com)

Houseblend
implementation
service

Service,
not a
number
type.

Configures and tests the selected
NetSuite design with the client; it
does not set statutory policy.

Is independent design,
configuration, workflow
and test support
needed?

Signed requirements,
sandbox test record and
production handoff.
(www.houseblend.io)

The table's decisive axis is whether a previously issued reference may change. Permanent is stricter about the
reference; repeatable is more flexible about regenerating the sequence. Neither choice removes the need to
test approval, posting, subsidiary, book and period boundaries. (internalauditor.theiia.org) Zoho Books also
exposes permanent and repeatable choices, but its country-specific setup should not be imported into a
NetSuite configuration. (www.zoho.com)

Sequence scope deserves a separate sign-off. Oracle's setup supports base period, quarter or year;
transaction or entry date order; subsidiary selection in OneWorld; and book-specific configuration with Multi-
Book Accounting. A subsidiary's participation and the actual GL lines in a given book determine which records
can receive a number. For a transaction with lines in one book but none in another, Oracle numbers it in the
former and ignores it in the latter. (docs.oracle.com)

The comparison also distinguishes the numbering decision from the locking decision. Permanent audit
numbers do not, by themselves, prevent edits to the original transaction. GL Impact Locking is a separate
feature dependent on GL Audit Numbering. Odoo's secured-entry model is an example of a different product
making edit restrictions explicit; it is useful only as a prompt to verify the control requirement, not as an
implementation substitute. (www.odoo.com) (docs.oracle.com) (www.odoo.com)
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https://internalauditor.theiia.org/en/voices/2021/on-the-frontlines-the-importance-of-audit-testing/#:~:text=clearly%20documenting%20the%20process%20to%20be%20tested
https://www.zoho.com/books/help/accountant/gl-audit-numbering.html#:~:text=The%20sequence%20can%20either%20be%20Permanent%20%28fixed%20and%20cannot%20be%20regenerated%29%20or%20Repeatable
https://www.tvarana.com/blog/how-to-use-gl-audit-numbering-efficiently-in-netsuite#:~:text=the%20original%20document%20numbers%2C%20the%20new%20GL%20numbers%2C%20and%20the%20accounting%20period
https://www.houseblend.io/services/netsuite-implementation#:~:text=We%20help%20teams%20plan%2C%20configure%2C%20migrate%2C%20test%2C%20and%20launch%20NetSuite
https://internalauditor.theiia.org/en/voices/2021/on-the-frontlines-the-importance-of-audit-testing/#:~:text=whether%20the%20test%20data%20includes%20all%20relevant%20data
https://www.zoho.com/books/help/accountant/gl-audit-numbering.html#:~:text=The%20sequence%20can%20either%20be%20Permanent%20%28fixed%20and%20cannot%20be%20regenerated%29%20or%20Repeatable
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_4805163325.html#:~:text=numbered%20in%20the%20first%20book%20and%20ignored%20in%20the%20other%20book
https://www.odoo.com/documentation/18.0/applications/finance/accounting/reporting/data_inalterability.html#:~:text=After%20securing%20the%20entries%2C%20you%20can%20no%20longer%20edit%20them.
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_4725785967.html#:~:text=The%20GL%20Audit%20Numbering%20feature%20is%20required%20for%20GL%20Impact%20Locking
https://www.odoo.com/documentation/18.0/applications/finance/accounting/reporting/data_inalterability.html#:~:text=After%20securing%20the%20entries%2C%20you%20can%20no%20longer%20edit%20them.


Performance and Benchmarks
No fetched source supplies a controlled, comparable benchmark for how long permanent versus repeatable
NetSuite runs take, how many transactions per minute each processes, or a universal acceptable gap count.
Performance claims would therefore be speculative. The observable measures are population
completeness, run completion, validation status, exception age, and stability of references after any
rerun. NetSuite's Status page reports assigned numbers, percent complete, and records found, while its
Validate action tests whether an existing sequence is gapless. (docs.oracle.com)

For the close team, the strongest benchmark is a reconciled population rather than elapsed minutes. Compare
eligible transactions in the Review page with the posting population for the selected period, subsidiary, and
book. Then compare the assigned range and record count with the GL Audit Numbering report, excluding
known nonposting or intentionally excluded items with documented reasons. The Institute of Internal Auditors
frames completeness testing as asking whether all relevant data are included. RSM's practitioner discussion
similarly identifies completeness of a posting-transaction listing as a useful audit purpose.
(technologyblog.rsmus.com) (internalauditor.theiia.org) (technologyblog.rsmus.com)

The NetSuite run itself must finish before sign-off. A displayed Running, Pending, Processing, Retry, or
Failed state is not evidence of a completed sequence. The operator should retain the completion status and
then validate, or investigate an Invalid or Re-Run indication. Infor's journal-numbering controls provide a useful
comparison: its audit table records the assigned number, date and time, operator, and status, and its separate
posting report can explain numbers that did not result in posted journals. The principle is to retain the run trail,
not merely the latest ledger extract. (docs.infor.com) (docs.infor.com)

Microsoft Business Central's number-series guidance separates series for different record types and advises
auditor or accounting-manager consultation before allowing gaps. That does not set NetSuite rules, but it
supports a practical benchmark: a sequence specification must say exactly what population and what kind of
gap the reviewer is testing. A missing number in a document series, an unapproved record without a GL
number, and a deleted permanently numbered posting are different exceptions. (learn.microsoft.com)
(learn.microsoft.com)

Period-End Preflight and Exception Control

Determine the eligible population

Oracle's Review page lists transactions available for a GL audit sequence before numbers are assigned.
Transactions under approval do not receive a GL audit number until approved or reviewed. The preflight
should reconcile that list to a saved search of expected posting transactions and independently inspect the
approval queue. A nonposting transaction is outside the GL posting population even if it has a transaction or
document number. (learn.microsoft.com) (docs.oracle.com) (docs.oracle.com)

Table 2 maps common exception classes to a review action. Its outcome column is a proposed control
response, not a statement that every listed item is always included in every configuration.
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Candidate item NetSuite behavior or boundary Pre-run evidence and decision

Approved posting transaction
in the selected scope

Appears in the eligible review population. Reconcile period, subsidiary, book, date,
amount and GL impact to the expected
population.

Pending approval No GL audit number until approved or reviewed. Identify owner, approve or document
deferral, then rerun the population check.

Nonposting record Closed-period posting restrictions do not apply to
nonposting transactions.

Document why a transaction or document
number has no corresponding GL audit
number.

Future-dated posting Permanent run excludes future dates at run time;
repeatable rerun includes them.

Test cutoff and decide whether the record
belongs in this run.

Posting in a book with no GL
lines

Numbered in a book with lines, ignored in a book
without them.

Reconcile by accounting book, not only
consolidated transaction count.

Deleted, voided, reversed or
late adjustment

Permanent numbers remain fixed after deletion; later
GL edits can generate separate adjustments when
locking is enabled.

Preserve original reference and explain
the subsequent posting or missing
record.

The table should become a saved exception register with record identifiers and decisions, not a fixed list of
tolerated gaps. (learn.microsoft.com) Under a company-specific policy, a reviewer may need evidence of a
void, deletion, reversal, new approval, or the absence of GL lines in the chosen book. Sage's audit-trail design
illustrates the usefulness of recording additions, edits and deletions as separate events; NetSuite's own
searches and system notes should supply the actual record-level evidence. (help-sage50.na.sage.com) (help-
sage50.na.sage.com)

Run a sequenced preflight

Confirm authority: capture the approved legal or policy requirement, entity, period, book and intended
transaction population. The European Commission and UK sources address invoice numbering,
illustrating why a ledger requirement needs its own analysis. (taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu)
(www.gov.uk)
Confirm configuration: check that Accounting Periods and GL Audit Numbering are enabled, the
method is correct, and the operator has Full Manage Accounting Periods permission for sequence setup
and run. (docs.oracle.com)
Confirm timing: complete upstream close tasks and review period-end journals, intercompany entries,
currency revaluation and any planned adjustments before the run. Oracle places GL Audit Numbering
before Close Period; Quick Close does not run closing tasks.
Confirm approvals: search pending entries, resolve ownership, and check whether approval will
change the posting period. This is material because a record can move into a different period on
approval.
Confirm scope: compare the Review page with expected GL postings for each subsidiary and book.
Check future dates, entries posted to a closed base period under a quarter or year method, and explicit
exclusions.
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Confirm control design: if GL Impact Locking is planned, test its effect on edits after numbering. Do
not infer that a permanent GL number alone freezes transaction details.
Confirm evidence route: identify where the GL Audit Numbering report, sequence history, run status,
saved search and reviewer decision will be retained. The IAASB's audit-evidence framework
emphasizes judging whether evidence is sufficient and appropriate. (www.iaasb.org)

Execute, validate and sign off

The operator selects the intended sequence and uses Validate to check its current gapless status, then runs it
and waits for a completed state. The report lists GL posting transactions in number order and can be filtered by
sequence; it shows the GL number alongside transaction date, record number, type, period, account and
amount. The reviewer should verify that report against the approved scope and exception register, then sign
the run record. Tvarana's current how-to also points users from the status page to the completed report.
(docs.oracle.com) (www.tvarana.com)

If the period is already closed and a GL-impacting correction is necessary, NetSuite requires reopening it
before that change can post. Reopening can also reopen later closed periods. A repeatable sequence may
need another run; a permanent sequence requires analysis of how the new posting receives its own number
without rewriting prior numbers. The local policy should define whether prior extracts are supplemented or
replaced.

Data Analysis and Evidence
The most useful quantitative evidence available for this decision is configuration and population data from
the specific account, not market statistics. Oracle documents three timing choices: Base Accounting Period,
Quarter, and Year. (docs.oracle.com) For a conventional twelve-month calendar, a base-period control offers
twelve monthly decision points, a quarterly control four, and a yearly control one. These are simple planning
counts, not NetSuite throughput benchmarks, and a nonstandard fiscal calendar changes the schedule.
(learn.microsoft.com) The timing choice also determines how much activity can accumulate before numbering.

Table 3 is a hypothetical control-log template. Its fields are placeholders, not an invented run result or an
acceptable-gap threshold. (internalauditor.theiia.org) Each production run should fill the values from NetSuite
reports and the exception register.

Field Example entry, hypothetical Source or reviewer test

Sequence and type [sequence name], [permanent or repeatable] Match setup record and approved decision.

Scope [period], [subsidiary], [book], [ordering] Match report filters and signed requirement.

Run provenance [UTC timestamp], [operator], [status] Match run status and sequence history.

Population [eligible count], [numbered count],
[excluded count]

Reconcile Review page, GL report and exclusion
search.

Exceptions and
approval

[record IDs], [reason], [owner], [reviewer],
[review date]

Preserve evidence for each unresolved or cleared
item. (pcaobus.org)
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The log deliberately contains no prefilled number of permitted gaps. A zero in an exception field is meaningful
only after the population and exclusions have been reconciled. The Institute of Internal Auditors calls attention
to completeness of test data; the PCAOB's audit-documentation standard names reviewer identity and review
date as evidence attributes. These are control-design references, not a claim that those standards impose this
exact NetSuite template on every company. (pcaobus.org) (www.coso.org) (internalauditor.theiia.org)
(pcaobus.org)

Three test cases should be executed in a sandbox before the first production run. Pending approval: create a
GL-impacting entry awaiting approval, inspect its Review-page treatment, approve it, and confirm its period
and eligibility. Closed period and late adjustment: close a base period in a test calendar, make the permitted
correction path explicit, and assess the sequence outcome. Rerun: export a repeatable report, alter the
eligible population, rerun, and compare old and new GL numbers. A fourth test should cover a future-dated
posting, because Oracle documents a type-specific difference there. Keep the transaction identifiers,
screenshots or extracts, and reviewer result for each test.

Several external systems underline why a general benchmark would be misleading. Infor assigns some journal
numbers before posting and can retain a number when posting fails; Odoo's secure-entry model restricts later
edits; Microsoft Business Central distinguishes financial transaction series from other record series. Their
documentation describes different event timing and controls. NetSuite's permanent-versus-repeatable decision
should therefore be evaluated against its own posting and rerun behavior, not against a generic promise of
gaplessness. (docs.infor.com) (docs.infor.com) (www.odoo.com) (learn.microsoft.com)

Implications and Future Directions
The first implication for a controller is a change-control requirement. Once a permanent run assigns
numbers, they cannot be changed. Once a repeatable run is cited in another workpaper, a rerun may require
an old-to-new reference reconciliation. The decision memo should state which event is permitted, who
authorizes it, and which report version is authoritative for the close. Oracle warns that changing the GL Audit
Numbering Method can renumber repeatable assignments, so a preference change also belongs under
finance change control.

The second implication is a scope requirement. OneWorld subsidiary and Multi-Book dimensions make a
single entity-wide number count potentially misleading. A controller should sign off the population for each
required subsidiary, book and period, including transactions with no GL lines in one book and intercompany
journals with separate subsidiary numbers. Microsoft Dynamics 365 Finance also scopes sequences by
organizational and fiscal dimensions, which reinforces that sequence boundaries are design choices rather
than cosmetic prefixes. (learn.microsoft.com)

The third implication is an evidence requirement. Keep the approved policy, configuration snapshot, Review-
page population, approval exceptions, run status, validation, numbered report, and reviewer sign-off together.
The run history can be viewed for a period even after it closes, but an exported close package needs its own
version label if later activity can change the result. The COSO framework describes using relevant, quality
information in internal control, and the Institute of Internal Auditors recommends documenting the process
before testing controls. (www.coso.org) (internalauditor.theiia.org)
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Responsibility should be explicit. The controller owns the policy decision and exception acceptance; the
NetSuite administrator owns configuration and access; the statutory-reporting lead or local adviser
confirms jurisdictional scope; the close operator runs and exports the sequence; an independent reviewer
reconciles and signs the evidence. This is a proposed role split, not a NetSuite-mandated role model.
Houseblend's published implementation scope includes roles, permissions, workflows and testing, which are
the concrete workstreams needed to put that split into operation. (www.houseblend.io) (www.houseblend.io)

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Is GL audit numbering required for every NetSuite account?

No universal requirement follows from the feature's existence. Oracle describes its purpose as numbering GL
posting transactions for international compliance needs. The entity must establish its applicable jurisdictional
or internal requirement. An invoice-number rule, such as the European Commission's unique sequential
invoice identifier, does not alone establish a GL audit-number requirement. (taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu)

Can a permanent GL audit number be changed after a deletion?

Oracle says no: the assigned number cannot be changed even if its transaction is deleted. The appropriate
response is to investigate and document the deleted transaction and any resulting gap under the applicable
policy, not to assume an acceptable gap count. (docs.infor.com) Infor's journal audit example shows why a
number's history may matter even when the posting population changes. (docs.oracle.com) (docs.infor.com)

Can a repeatable rerun change old numbers?

Yes. Oracle says a rerun renumbers transactions and may assign a different number. Store the old and new
reports and reconcile any references already used outside the current NetSuite view. (www.zoho.com) Zoho
Books documents a comparable regenerate behavior in its own GL audit-number feature, though its product
rules are separate. (docs.oracle.com) (www.zoho.com)

How is a sequence set up and when is it run?

An administrator enables Accounting Periods and GL Audit Numbering, selects a Base Accounting Period,
Quarter or Year method, and configures the sequence's type, scope and ordering. The close checklist presents
the task in the final month of the chosen period; an on-demand path also exists. Validate and review the
eligible population before Run, then retain the completed report and sign-off. (www.tvarana.com)

What causes missing or unexpected GL audit numbers?

Check whether the transaction posts to the GL in the selected book, is approved, is inside the relevant period
and run-date boundary, or is excluded by configuration or script. Then check deletion, reversal and later
adjustments. The Review page, saved searches and GL Audit Numbering report answer different parts of that
question; a document number alone does not prove GL-number eligibility. (learn.microsoft.com)
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Does OneWorld require one sequence for the whole group?

No. Oracle permits subsidiary scoping and book-specific sequences, and it notes that a subsidiary can be in
only one sequence for a given period. Intercompany journals can receive separate numbers for the
subsidiaries represented. Define the entity and book boundary in the requirement memo. (learn.microsoft.com)

Conclusion
Permanent versus repeatable is a policy and evidence decision. Permanent holds the assigned GL audit
number fixed, including after deletion; repeatable can repair a current sequence by rerunning it, but the rerun
may change previously assigned references. The finance team should decide which outcome the applicable
requirement permits before any production assignment, then record that decision beside the sequence
configuration. (learn.microsoft.com)

A sound period-end run starts by defining the eligible population for the chosen period, subsidiary and
accounting book. It checks approvals, future dates, late adjustments, nonposting records and explicit
exclusions before the operator runs the sequence. The completed run should be validated against the GL Audit
Numbering report and retained with its status, run time, reviewer, and exception decisions. This is how the
feature becomes a reviewable control rather than a checkbox in the close checklist. (internalauditor.theiia.org)
(pcaobus.org)

The legal conclusion remains local. A tax invoice sequence, a GL audit sequence, and an immutable posting
record are related but different controls. Qualified advisers should confirm the statutory population and
retention requirements; (taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu) the NetSuite administrator and controller should then
test the documented behavior in a sandbox and govern every production change to the method, scope or
rerun procedure. (internalauditor.theiia.org) (www.coso.org) (taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu)
(learn.microsoft.com)
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About Houseblend
Houseblend is a NetSuite consulting firm serving finance and operations teams. We help organizations
implement ERP systems, connect business applications, improve existing configurations and maintain the
systems that support everyday work. Our audience includes finance leaders, controllers, operations managers,
NetSuite administrators and implementation teams.

Implementation and architecture

Houseblend provides NetSuite implementation, architecture and data migration services. We help teams
evaluate how business processes, reporting requirements and existing data should fit together in an ERP
environment. Training supports the people responsible for adopting and operating the resulting system.

Integrations, customization and AI

Our services include NetSuite integrations and customization, as well as AI integrations and AI transformation
work. These engagements connect ERP data and workflows with the broader application landscape. The right
design depends on the organization's systems, controls and operating needs.

Improve and support an existing system

Houseblend offers NetSuite health checks, optimization, managed support and project rescue services. We
also provide expertise for analytics and specialist workflows, including NetSuite Analytics Warehouse,
warehouse management and field service management. Published educational material helps teams
investigate options and prepare informed questions for their implementation or support work.

Work with Houseblend

Explore NetSuite implementation, integrations, managed support and AI integrations. Contact Houseblend to
discuss your current system and priorities.

Article examples explain concepts rather than promising a particular license, product capability, delivery
schedule or outcome. Engagement scope is confirmed with the Houseblend team.

Website: https://www.houseblend.io

This article is educational. Verify consequential medical, legal, financial, regulatory and technical decisions with appropriate professionals and the
cited primary sources. Company services are described separately from the article's research findings.
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